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PRESENTATION AGENDA

▸ FRAMING & INTRODUCTION 

▸ POETRY 

▸ THE CLASSROOM 

▸ FRAMEWORKS 

▸ CREATIVITY AS A BEHAVIOR 

▸ FREEDOM V CONSTRAINT 

▸ NEXT YEAR
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FRAMING & INTRODUCTION
FRAMING: 

THIRD ANNUAL “YOUTH/POETS” COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE STUDENTS AND THE 

12TH GRADE STUDENTS I TEACH IN BOSTON 

WRITING POEMS BACK AND FORTH [STUDENT-CENTERED] 

POETRY READING & ANTHOLOGY

NEW THIS YEAR: 
MY COURSE WAS AN ELECTIVE, “LITERATURE AS ART” 

WE READ AND WROTE POEMS BEFORE THE 
COLLABORATION STARTED 

THIS PROJECT IS AN EFFORT TO EXAMINE THE CREATIVE 
PROCESS THIS YEAR IN ORDER TO PLAN FOR NEXT 

YEAR’S COURSE



“I WON’T LIE…SOMETIMES 
I’M NOT SURE WHAT MOST 
POETRY MEANS”

J.A.
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WHAT WE DID THIS YEAR: 
AN EXAMPLE



FOR I WILL CONSIDER HOW TO BE 14.  
FOR WILL YOU PLEASE NOT ACT LIKE YOU KNOW ME? 
FOR QUIT TALKING TO ME LIKE I’M A KID. 
FOR WHEN I WALK I KEEP MY SHOULDERS CROOKED BACK. 
FOR I WALK IN THREES, LOOKING BRIGHT INTO THE DISTANCE AS IF I’M MORE 

CONCERNED WITH SOMETHING ELSE. FOR IF I AM ONE, I AM NOT THE 
PRETTIEST, JUST THE OEN WHO HOLDS MY SHOULDERS FARTHEST BACK, 
HEMS MY UNIFORM SKIRT THE HIGHEST, SO THE SPACE BETWEEN MY 
KNEESOCKS & SKIRT IS EXCEEDINGLY PURE, IS GOOD TO THINK ON, IF A 
BOY WOULD EXPRESS HIMSELF NEATLY. FOR I KNOW JUST HOW TO SNEER  
TO GET A BOY TO LIKE ME.

DAISY FRIED, “JUBILATE SOUTH PHILLY: CITY 14”
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WHAT WE DID: 

‣ READ THE POEM OUT LOUD SEVERAL TIMES 

‣ TALKED ABOUT THE FORM & THE CONTENT 
‣ “THE LINES ARE LONG” // “EACH LINE STARTS WITH 

THE SAME WORD” // “THE P-O-V SHIFTS” 

‣ “THERE ARE LOTS OF QUESTIONS” // “IT’S ABOUT A 
GIRL WHO IS PREGNANT” 

‣ PICKED ONE FORM ASPECT & ONE CONTENT 
ASPECT TO DRAFT AN ORIGINAL POEM



“I WAS ONCE YOUNG AND MAD… 
THEY KNEW ME AS THE QUIET, 
SMALL GIRL”

J.W., “I, ME, YOU, THEY”
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“YOU SEE MY HANDS 
YOU SEE MY EYES FILLED 
WITH TEARS”

J.H., “YOU SEE”
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“I REPEAT IT LIKE A SCRIPT AS I STARE 
MYSELF DOWN AND REALLY START TO 
NOTICE WHAT I’M TURNING INTO”

E.D.D., “okay”

POETRY // THE CLASSROOM



“WHEN I WASN’T MYSELF 
THERE WERE ALWAYS TWO OF 
ME, THE SHADOW WATCHING”

C.A.
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WHAT WE THOUGHT ABOUT 
THIS YEAR: 
QUOTES FROM STUDENTS
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STUDENTS REFLECTING ON THE PROJECT

▸ CP: “Poetry has change [sic] my life b/c I 
can really express myself” 

▸ FB: “This [project] has motivated me to 
write more poems” 

▸ TN: “Poetry is a way for me to escape”
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STUDENTS REFLECTING ON THE PROJECT

▸ JH:  

▸ “I can write a poem and it doesn’t need to rhyme. It 
could just be something simple that means something 
to me.” 

▸ ED: 

▸ “The biggest challenge I faced was definitely beginning 
my poem because it was difficult to think of what to 
write or how to word my thoughts.”



CONNECTING TO FRAMEWORKS: 
- CREATIVITY AS A BEHAVIOR 
- ENVIRONMENT & INDIVIDUAL 
- FREEDOM VERSUS CONSTRAINT
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INDIVIDUALITY AS FOSTERED BY THE PROCESS

▸ Students used “I” and “my” frequently to in their reflections 

▸ Emphasis on the individual fostered ownership of the creative 
process and confidence in creativity as a behavior 

▸ “I have gained confidence”  

▸ “I look at the world differently” 

▸ “I gained a chance to grow in writing poetry” 

▸ “I chose [my poem] because I wanted my partner to know me”
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INDIVIDUALITY: OWNERSHIP OVER CREATIVE WORKS

▸ Students, later in the year, presented works they had created for a final 
piece 

▸ They expressed similar ownership over their work: 

▸ “After finishing the piece it occurred to me…” - C.C. 

▸ “The work would be for nothing if I didn’t learn anything from it” - S.C. 

▸ “I [tried] a different approach with poems that will expand my 
thinking” - J.H.  

▸ “A few of my challenges were just trying to find out what words to 
remove to have a stronger impact” - A.R. R.
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FREEDOM VERSUS CONSTRAINT
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VIEWING CONSTRAINTS AS OPPORTUNITIES FOR FREEDOM
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NEXT YEAR: QUESTIONS 
‣ Is it possible for students to choose the poems? 

‣ How can class time become “freeing”? 

‣ How do partners get made? is there an increasingly flexible way to 
do this? 

‣ Are there additional ways to foster ownership over the creative 
process of writing poetry? 

‣ How can this be integrated into an overall vision of a classroom 
space? Can this process yield results with a form other than 
poetry?


